COHERENCE GONE

trained psychiatrist, and a remarkable precision of
speech combine to produce not only a sociologically
relevant picture, but a moving account of the inhu-
manity of the city. Although it was at the time hailed
as the characteristic example of a "new objectivity,"
it is, in fact, the work of a decidedly naturalistic per-
ception. Doblin joined other refugees abroad, and
among the politically minded writers continued to be
one of the most clear-headed. Not only such works
as Babyionische Wanderungen (1934) or the South
American impressions in Das Land ohne Tod (1937-
1938), but the brief and suggestive pamphlet upon
German literature in exile (Die dentscbe Literatur im
Ausland seit 1933, 1938), "a dialogue between politics
and art/' testify to his intelligence and his integrity.

The memory of Nietzsche's intellectual criticism
and Freud's insistence upon the symbolic nature of all
explicit acts is, during the first revolutionary decade,
apparent in every kind of prose writing. Nowhere are
these elements more significantly rendered than in
the neoromantic and surrealist novels of Franz Kafka
(1883-1924), whose influence upon our generation,
particularly in England and America, has been re-
markable and profound,

Kafka was born in Prague of a well-to-do middle-
class family, in an atmosphere dominated by his
father's personality (see the "Brief an den Vater,"
1919) and reminiscent of the earlier years of Proust.